《Whedon’s Commentary on the Bible – 1 Chronicles》(Daniel Whedon)
Commentator

Daniel Whedon was born in 1808 in Onondaga, N.Y. Dr. Whedon was well qualified as a commentator. He was professor of Ancient Languages in Wesleyan University, studied law and had some years of pastoral experience. He was editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review for more than twenty years. Besides many articles for religious papers he was also the author of the well-known and important work, Freedom of the Will. Dr. Whedon was noted for his incisive, vigorous style, both as preacher and writer. He died at Atlantic Highlands, N.J., June 8, 1885.

Whedon was a pivotal figure in the struggle between Calvinism and Arminianism in the nineteenth-centry America. As a result of his efforts, some historians have concluded that he was responsible for a new doctrine of man that was more dependent upon philosophical principles than scripture.
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Verse 14 

14. The father of the valley of Charashim — That is, father of those who dwelt there, and founder, so to speak, of the institution which gave the place its name. The inhabitants of this valley were craftsmen, and were descended from Joab, the son of Seraiah; so the business of engraving and working in wood and metals was the institution of the place. The location of this valley is unknown, but Nehemiah 11:35, and the Talmud, would seem to place it in the vicinity of Lod, or Lydda.



Verse 21 

21. The house of them that wrought fine linen — These descendants of Ashbea were noted for working in linen, or byssus, as the sons of Joab were famed artificers. The writer records the fact as a fragment of ancient tradition, and mentions in the next verse, its if to explain why nothing more is said or known about the matter, that “these are ancient things,” old fragments of tradition, whose more minute details are lost.



Verse 23 

23. Dwelt among plants and hedges — These words should be rendered as proper names, inhabitants of Netaim and Gederah. 
They dwelt with the king for his work — They occupied the royal lands and laboured in manual service for the king. In the excavations made at the southeast angle of the Haram enclosure, remains of ancient pottery were found, bearing in Phenician letters the words, To King Zepha; King Shat. On one piece was a part of the word “Melek,” king. On the other pieces the letters had become obliterated.



Verse 39 

39. They went to… Gedor — So the Simeonites, like the Danites, (Judges xviii,) enlarged their possessions by conquest. Whether this Gedor is the same as that in the mountains of Judah, (Joshua 15:58,) which Dr. Robinson identifies with Jedur north of Hebron, is uncertain. Ewald proposes to amend by reading, with the Septuagint, Gerar, the city where Abraham and Isaac dwelt. Genesis 20:1; Genesis 26:1. But wherever the place, the Simeonites found there the rich pastures they desired, and did not hesitate to destroy the tents of the peaceful occupants, and to take forcible possession of their fields, as the Danites did in the case of the inhabitants of Laish.



Verse 41 

41. The habitations that were found there — Rather, the Meunim, or Meunites, who were found there. These seem to have been an Arabian tribe of nomads from the vicinity of Mount Seir. Compare 2 Chronicles 26:7.



Verse 43 

43. The Amalekites that were escaped — Supposed to be those who escaped the sword of Saul and David. 1 Samuel 14:48; 2 Samuel 8:12.

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1-2 

1, 2. —

His birthright was given unto… Joseph — This might be readily inferred from the censure of Reuben in Genesis 49:4, compared with the ample blessings pronounced on Joseph, (Genesis 49:22-26,) and the paternal gift of the “one portion above his brethren,” recorded Genesis 48:22; but the transfer of Reuben’s birthright to Joseph is nowhere else expressly recorded. The birthright of the firstborn entitled its possessor to a double portion of the inheritance, (Deuteronomy 21:17,) and Joseph’s rights in this regard were conceded in the allotment of Canaan by his receiving the large territory assigned to Ephraim and Manasseh, the latter receiving two portions, one east and the other west of the Jordan. 

The genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birth-right — Joseph’s honour in receiving the birthright did not, however, yield him the noblest genealogy, for in this respect Judah prevailed above his brethren, and was honoured in being the father of a line of kings the most celebrated in human history. 

Of him came the chief ruler — The princely David, and the magnificent Solomon, and their descendants who reigned at Jerusalem, while dynasty after dynasty rose and fell in the kingdom of Israel, and also in Egypt, Assyria, and Babylonia. The chief ruler here doubtless refers particularly to David, but may also point to the prince Messiah, that greatest “ruler in Israel,” who came from “among the thousands of Judah.” Micah 5:2.



Verse 6 

6. Tilgath-pilneser — A corrupt orthography, probably by careless copyists, of Tiglath-pileser. See on 2 Kings 15:29.



Verse 9 

9. Unto the entering in of the wilderness — That is, the Reubenites spread eastward from their original territory beyond Jordan, and occupied the borders of the great Arabian and Syrian deserts that extend between the uplands just east of the Jordan and the great river Euphrates.



Verse 10 

10. The Hagarites — The same as the Ishmaelites, who were all descended from Hagar, Sarah’s Egyptian hand-maid, and were scattered over the vast deserts between Egypt and Assyria. See on Genesis 25:12-18. In this Hagarite war, the Reubenites were assisted by the Gadites and the half tribe of Manasseh. See 1 Chronicles 5:18-22.



Verse 19 

19. Jetur, and Nephish, and Nodab — These seem to have been clans of Hagarites, corresponding with the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh among the Israelites. Jetur and Nephish are named in the genealogy of 1 Chronicles 1:29-31, and of Genesis 25:13-15.



Verse 21 

21. Camels fifty thousand — The booty taken in this war seems almost incredible; but when we compare the immense wealth in flocks and herds of a single Bedouin chief like Job, (Job 1:3,) or Mesha, (2 Kings 3:4,) we have reason to believe that the numbers here given are not erroneous.



Verse 25 

25. They transgressed — Being more widely scattered and Bedouin-like in their habits than the western tribes, these eastern Israelites fell into idolatry sooner than the western tribes, and fell more rapidly, and were accordingly the first to suffer exile.



Verse 26 

26. Pul — See on 2 Kings 15:19-20. 

Carried… away — That is, the latter, Tilgath-pilneser, carried them away. According to the account in Kings, Pul was hired by Menahem to withdraw his forces and confirm him in the kingdom, but it is not impossible that on his return through the eastern deserts he also carried off a number of exiles from the exposed eastern tribes. On Halah… Habor… Gozan, see 2 Kings 17:6, note. Hara is mentioned only here. Some think it is the same as Haran, mentioned in Genesis 2:31, and 2 Kings 19:12. Others regard it as the Aramaic form for הר, mountain, and refer it to some mountainous tract near Gozan.

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 31 

31. Whom David set over the service of song — See on 1 Chronicles 15:16.



Verse 32 

32. Before the dwellingplace of the tabernacle — The dwelling, (mishcan,) as distinguished from the tabernacle, (ohel,) was the board structure and its covering of ornamented curtains which formed the principal part of the sacred tent. Those who ministered before the mishcan must have occupied the court, where the laver and the altar of burnt offering stood. 

According to their order — The order assigned to them by David. On the divisions and arrangement of the sons of Levi, see chaps. 23-26.


Verse 54 

54. Throughout their castles — Rather, according to their castles, or encampments. These “castles” are thought by some to have been some kind of watchtower, from which the trumpets were sounded — a use similar to that made by the Moslems of their minarets. But most expositors, as Gesenius, Furst, Keil, Zochler, take the word in the sense of hamlet, district, or circle of dwellings, such as were assigned to the Levites among the several tribes.

07 Chapter 7 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 2 

2. Israelites… priests… Levites… Nethinim — Four classes of inhabitants. The Israelites here denote the mass of the people, the laity, as distinguished from the three classes next named. 

The Nethinim — The given ones. Hebrew, נתינים ; Septuagint οι δεδομενοι. Here this name first occurs as an appellative, though the participle Nethunim, ( נתונם,) from the same root, is applied to the Levites of the time of Moses.

Numbers 3:9; Numbers 8:19. The Levites were given to Aaron and his sons to do service in the tabernacle. At a later time a number of captive Midianites were given to the Levites to assist them in the charge of the tabernacle, (Numbers 31:47;) and still later the Gibeonites were also given to be “hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of the Lord.” Joshua 9:27. Jewish tradition regards the Nethinim as descendants of those ancient Gibeonitish sanctuary slaves, so that they seem ever to have borne the stigma of a Canaanitish origin. Their work was to perform the menial and laborious service connected with the sanctuary, such as carrying wood and water, and any similar labour which the Levites might require of them. “The only period at which they rise into any thing like prominence, is that of the return from the captivity. In that return the priests were conspicuous and numerous; but the Levites, for some reason unknown to us, hung back. Under Zerubbabel there were but three hundred and forty-one Levites to four thousand two hundred and eighty-nine priests. Ezra 2:36-42. Under Ezra none came up till after a special call. Ezra 8:15. The services of the Nethinim were consequently of more importance, but in their case, also, the small number of those that joined indicates that many preferred remaining in the land of their exile to returning to their old service. Those that did come were consequently thought worthy of special mention. The names of their families were registered with as much care as those of the priests. Ezra 2:43-58. They were admitted, in strict conformity to the letter of the rule of Deuteronomy 29:11, to join in the great covenant with which the restored people inaugurated its new life. Nehemiah 10:28. They, like the priests and Levites, were exempted from taxation by the Persian satraps. Ezra 7:24. They were also under the control of a chief of their own body. Ezra 2:43; Nehemiah 7:46. They took an active part in the work of rebuilding the city, (Nehemiah 3:26,) and the tower of Ophel was assigned to some of them as a residence, (Nehemiah 11:21,) while others dwelt with the Levites in their cities. Ezra 2:70. They took their place in the chronicles of the time as next in order to the Levites.” — SMITH’S Bib. Dict.


Verse 11 

11. Ruler of the house of God — A designation of the high priest, as by virtue of his office intrusted with the chief authority and control over the temple. The title seems also to have been given to some who were not high priests, (Jeremiah 20:1,) but held a secondary rank, and had charge of the temple-police and guards. “The Rabbies,” says Hervey, “speak very frequently of one second in dignity to the high priest, whom they call the sagan, and who often acted in the high priest’s room. He is the same who is called “the second priest.” 2 Kings 23:4; 2 Kings 25:18. They say Moses was sag-an to Aaron. Thus, too, it is explained of Annas and Caiaphas, (Luke 3:2,) that Annas was sagan. In like manner they say Zadok and Abiathar were high priest and sagan in the time of David. The sagan is also very frequently called memunneh, or prefect of the temple, and upon him chiefly lay the care and charge of the temple services. If the high priest was incapacitated from officiating by any accidental uncleanness, the sagan took his place.”



Verse 18 

18. Porters — Gate or doorkeepers, whose work it was to open, close, and guard the entrances to the sanctuary. Theirs was a responsible office, and none but Levites were intrusted with its duties. The honour attaching to this position is enhanced by the statements of the following verses. Their fathers in the ancient time were intrusted with this noble service, “being over the host of the Lord,” that is, the encampment of his people in the wilderness, and even the distinguished “Phinehas the son of Eleazar” was their ruler in that ancient time.



Verse 22 

22. Whom David and Samuel the seer did ordain — This statement adds further to the dignity and honour of the office of the porters. But Samuel the seer was dead long before David reorganized and arranged the various departments of the sanctuary service, and so this passage is to be understood of Samuel’s indirect assistance in the matter, either by planning and advising with David on the subject during his lifetime, or, as is more probable, by actually taking measures to organize and arrange the Levites for service during the reign of Saul. “The mention of Samuel after David,” says Keil, “has not a chronological signification, but David is named first on account of his connexion with the matter in hand, for the thorough reorganization of the worship, and the classification of the persons engaged in carrying it on, originated with David. For these arrangements of David, however, Samuel had prepared the way in his struggle for the restoration of the theocracy, and of the worship which had fallen into desuetude under Eli and his profligate sons. To do this in any measure he must have, without doubt, ordained trustworthy men to the individual offices, and thus have prepared the way for King David.”



Verse 23 

23. By wards — Rather, for a guard.


Verse 28 

28. The ministering vessels — As these seem to be distinguished from the ordinary vessels of the sanctuary mentioned in the next verse, they are understood by Bertheau and Keil to be the peculiarly costly vessels; for example, “the golden cups for the libations, etc., which were brought from the treasure chamber only for a short time for use in the service.” 

By tale — Or, by number. They were carefully numbered, both when brought in and taken out, lest any one of them should become lost or missing.



Verse 29 

29. All the instruments of the sanctuary — Such as are enumerated in 1 Kings 7:45-50. 

Fine flour… wine… oil… frankincense… spices — Compare Exodus 25:6; Exodus 29:40; Exodus 30:23-38; Leviticus 2:2; Leviticus 23:13; Numbers 15:5.



Verse 31 

31. Things that were made in the pans — The meat or bread offerings. See on Leviticus 2:4-7.



Verse 32 

32. Showbread — See Leviticus 24:5-9.



Verses 35-44 

35-44. This register is substantially identical with that of 1 Chronicles 8:29-38, and is repeated here to form a transition to the account of Saul’s death, which the writer inserts, in chap. x, as an introduction to the history of David’s reign. Keil thinks the two documents were derived from different sources, and thus accounts for their slight differences; while others think the differences have arisen from corruptions in the text, and in some cases, perhaps, by design of the compiler himself.

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 6 

6. All his house died together — Not every member of his family, for Ishbosheth, (2 Samuel 2:8,) and Ziba, and Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 9:1-6) survived him; but all his men that accompanied him to the war.



Verse 10 

10. They… fastened his head in the temple of Dagon — In Samuel we are merely told that “they cut off his head,” but no account is there given of what they did with it. This act of the Philistines was, perhaps, a retaliation for the disposition made of the head of Goliath. 1 Samuel 17:54.



Verse 12 

12. Buried their bones under the oak in Jabesh — Samuel has, “under a tree,” or rather, under the tree, ( האשׂל ), that is, some well-known tree which this writer designates as האלה, the oak, or terebinth.


Verse 13 

13. So Saul died for his transgression… and also for asking counsel of… a familiar spirit — These reflections on the death of Saul, and the causes of his fall, show that the writer is merely preparing the way to the history of David. Saul’s ruin is attributed particularly to two great sins: 1) in not observing Jehovah’s word, which enjoined upon him the destruction of Amalek, (see 1 Samuel 15, and 1 Samuel 28:17-18, and notes there;) 2) in seeking for help and counsel of the witch of Endor. See 1 Samuel 28:3-20, notes.



Verse 14 

14. Inquired not of the Lord — 1 Samuel 28:6 clearly implies that he did inquire of the Lord, but received no answer. His inquiring of Jehovah, however, seems to have been fitful, superstitious, and prompted by a sense of terror, and also with a conviction that he was forsaken of God, (1 Samuel 28:15;) and being followed so speedily by a resolution to inquire of a necromancer, it is treated by the chronicler as no true, earnest, and worthy inquiring of Jehovah. 

He slew him — Hebrews caused him to die; that is, gave him over to destruction, as a vessel of wrath already fitted to that end. Romans 9:22, note.

11 Chapter 11 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1 

1. Ziklag — See on 1 Samuel 27:5-12. 

While he yet kept himself close because of Saul — Rather, while he was yet shut up from the presence of Saul; that is, during the time of his exile, when, on account of Saul’s designs against his life, (1 Samuel 27:1,) he dared not appear in the presence of that monarch, nor publicly move through the coasts of Israel. 

Helpers of the war — Assistants of David in such wars as are referred to in 1 Chronicles 12:15; 1 Chronicles 12:21; 1 Samuel 23:5; 1 Samuel 27:8; 1 Samuel 30:8-18.



Verse 2 

2. Could use both the right hand and the left — Hence their skill had been acquired by long and careful practice. See Judges 3:15; Judges 20:16, notes. 

Even of Saul’s brethren — That is, who were members of his own tribe. Even these revolted from Saul, and cast in their lot with David.



Verse 8 

8. The Gadites… unto David into the hold to the wilderness — The “hold” here referred to is most probably the cave of Adullam; see on 1 Samuel 22:1-2. It may, however, be understood generally of the several holds or fastnesses in which David hid himself at various times.



Verse 14 

14. One of the least was over a hundred, and the greatest over a thousand — Thus the Vulgate; but the marginal reading gives the sense of the Hebrew: One that was least could resist a hundred, and the greatest a thousand. The least or smallest of these heroes was able to cope with a hundred ordinary men, while the mightiest could maintain battle with a thousand. The expression is to be regarded as proverbial. Comp. Leviticus 26:8; Deuteronomy 32:30; Joshua 23:10.



Verse 15 

15. These — Namely, these Gadites. The writer thus gives in this verse an instance of their valour. 

Went over Jordan in the first month — That is, in Abib, (April,) when the river usually overflows all its banks, and the crossing is both difficult and dangerous. 

Put to flight all them of the valleys — This expedition of the Gadites was, perhaps, a mere scheme of predatory conquest; or, it may have been undertaken to punish the people of these valleys for marauding expeditions they had carried on. If, however, we should understand “the hold” of 1 Chronicles 12:8 to be that of Mizpeh of Moab, where David dwelt awhile, (1 Samuel 22:3-5,) this exploit of the Gadites may have taken place at the time they separated themselves from the rest of the Gadites. In resorting unto David they may have met with opposition from Saul’s partisans, and were therefore obliged to fight their way through the valleys east and west of the Jordan.



Verse 17 

17. If ye be come to betray me to mine enemies — Here we observe an instance of David’s caution and reserve. He had some suspicion that these men of Benjamin and Judah might be crafty emissaries from Saul.



Verse 18 

18. The spirit came upon Amasai — Hebrews clothed Amasai, that is, enwrapped him as with armour. See note on Judges 6:34. 

Thine are we, David — This speech of Amasai is full of emotion, and rises to poetic parallelism.

To thee, O David!
And with thee, O son of Jesse!
Peace, peace unto thee, 
And peace unto thy helpers; 
For helpeth thee thy God.


Verse 19 

19. There fell some of Manasseh to David, when he came with the Philistines against Saul — On David’s connexion with this war, see 1 Samuel 28:1-2; 1 Samuel 29:1-11. As the march with the Philistines led David through the territory of Manasseh, it was easy for members of this tribe to join him as he returned to Ziklag.



Verse 21 

21. They helped David against the band — The predatory horde of Amalekites, which, during David’s absence, had fallen upon Ziklag, and taken the women and children captive. See 1 Samuel 30.



Verse 22 

22. A great host, like the host of God — That is, strong, mighty, glorious. Compare “hill of God,” Psalms 68:15, “cedars of God,” Psalms 80:10, margin; “city of God,” Jonah 3:3, margin.



Verse 23 

23. The numbers of the bands — Literally, the numbers of the heads. This the Septuagint and Vulgate take in the sense of the number of chiefs, or captains; but as the following list is devoted chiefly to the numbers of the warriors, it is better to understand the word ( ראשׂי ) as our translators have rendered it, bands, or companies, as it is rendered in Judges 7:16; Judges 7:20; Judges 9:34; 1 Samuel 11:11.



Verses 23-40 

LIST OF WARRIORS WHO MADE DAVID KING OF ALL ISRAEL, 1 Chronicles 12:23-40.

This list is a most interesting and important document in the annals of David. It indicates the proportion of sympathy and help (the number of votes, so to speak) he received from the various tribes at the time referred to in 1 Chronicles 11:1-3, when “all Israel gathered themselves to David unto Hebron,” to transfer to his hands the kingdom of Saul. Bertheau thinks that we have here only an extract from a complete list which contained the names and number of the chiefs, and also the number of warriors. This, however, is uncertain. The list may, indeed, have undergone some corruption, but it contains so many evidences of genuineness that we may well regard it as in the main a faithful copy.



Verse 24 

24. Judah… six thousand and eight hundred — It has been thought strange that David’s own tribe should have had so small a representation in comparison with remote tribes like Zebulun, Naphtali, and Asher. Compare 1 Chronicles 12:33-34; 1 Chronicles 12:36. But David had already ruled over Judah seven years, and on this occasion it was unnecessary for his own tribe to be present in great numbers. The same remarks apply to the tribe of Simeon, which had already become largely identified with that of Judah.



Verse 26 

26. Levi four thousand and six hundred — These came from the various Levitical cities. They were not reckoned among the warriors of the nation, (Numbers 1:47,) but came as representatives of their tribe to confirm the covenant with David.



Verse 27 

27. Jehoiada was the leader of the Aaronites — Not high priest, but civil ruler and tribal representative.



Verse 28 

28. Zadok — Not necessarily the high priest of this name.



Verse 29 

29. Benjamin… three thousand — A very great number could hardly be expected on this occasion from the tribe of Saul. Hence the writer adds, that hitherto, that is, up to that time, the greatest part of them had kept the ward (rather, were keeping charge) of the house of Saul. They still were adhering in sympathy and attachment to the house of their fallen king.



Verse 31 

31. Expressed by name — These representatives of Manasseh were duly elected and designated by name to go and make David king.



Verse 32 

32. That had understanding… to know what Israel ought to do — These representatives of Issachar displayed superior judgment on this occasion in estimating the circumstances of the times, and discerning the course of action Israel should pursue.



Verse 33 

33. Zebulun… expert in war… fifty thousand — Their numbers and prowess were still in keeping with their ancient fame acquired in the war with Sisera, Judges 5:18. 

Which could keep rank… not of double heart — This should all be taken together as a single sentence, who set the battle in array with no double heart. The word rendered keep rank, occurs only here and in 1 Chronicles 12:38. Our version seems to have hit the true meaning, but not to have expressed it clearly. The thought is, that the Zebulunite warriors were skillful in falling into rank, or arranging themselves in battle array. They were trained to do this without the least wavering or hesitation, (literally, not with heart and heart,) but with a firm and single mind.



Verse 38 

38. The rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king — That is, they made no opposition, and raised no remonstrance. How much so-ever some lacked sympathy for David, and mourned over the lost cause of Saul, all were convinced in their hearts that David was the divinely chosen king.



Verse 39 

39. Three days, eating and drinking — It was a day of joy to all the land, and the great assembly at Hebron did well to celebrate it with abundant festivity.



Verse 40 

40. Even unto Issachar — Not only the tribes near Hebron, but those on the far off northern frontier contributed provisions for this great national feast.

The numbers of this list amount to 340,822, including 8,322 Levites and priests. When now we remember that the nation numbered 600,000 warriors in the time of Moses, (Numbers 1:46,) and 800,000 (besides the 500,000 of Judah) in the last years of David’s reign, (2 Samuel 24:9,) it seems probable that the numbers of the present list, both in the aggregate and in detail, are substantially correct. We need not suppose that all the warriors of all the tribes went to Hebron to make David king, but that about 300,000 appeared on that occasion is every way probable. With this vast host of warriors the newly elected king of “all Israel” proceeded at once to the conquest of Jerusalem. See 1 Chronicles 11:1-9.

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 9 

9. Threshingfloor of Chidon — The reading in 2 Samuel 6:6, is Nachon’s threshingfloor. Chidon may be another name for Nachon, or it may be a corruption of the name Nachon, נכון — כידון.

14 Chapter 14 

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1 

1. Made him houses — Continued the work of building and fortifying mentioned in 1 Chronicles 11:8. 

Prepared a place for the ark of God — A suitable site on Zion. 

A tent — A new tabernacle on the newly selected site. See note on 2 Samuel 2:6-17.



Verse 2 

2. None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites — See Numbers 1:50. The neglect or forgetfulness of this fact was the cause of the misfortune attending the previous attempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem, and severely had God punished the error. Compare 1 Chronicles 15:13 and chapter 13.



Verse 16 

16. David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers with instruments of music — Already many of the Levites were skilled in vocal and instrumental music, otherwise they could not, upon so short a notice, have entered at once upon the service of song to which David called them. But sacred music had long been cultivated in Israel, and the schools of the prophets had probably carried it to a considerable degree of perfection. It is possible that some kind of musical service had also already become a part of the tabernacle worship, but it seems to have been the exalted genius of David that first made it a fixed and permanent part of Levitical service; and the new regime was appropriately inaugurated with the removal of the ark to its new tabernacle in Jerusalem. On the musical instruments here named see notes at 1 Samuel 10:5; 2 Samuel 6:5.



Verse 17 

17. Heman… Asaph… Ethan — These three distinguished Levites became immortalized in sacred history by this appointment as chief musicians. Each of the three great divisions of the tribe of Levi had thus a representative family in the choir. Their genealogy is given in 1 Chronicles 6:31-47. At the close of David’s reign the Levitical musicians numbered four thousand. 1 Chronicles 23:5.



Verse 18 

18. Their brethren of the second degree — Second in rank and dignity to the three chief musicians.



Verses 19-21 

19-21. The singers were divided into three choirs, or companies: 1.) The three chiefs, who used cymbals of brass; 2.) Eight others played with psalteries on Alamoth; 3.) Six others played with harps on the Sheminith to excel. The words on Alamoth, and on the Sheminith, are of doubtful meaning. Some understand them as the names of musical instruments; others as the names of different tunes, or of different melodies. Alamoth means virgins, and Sheminith means the eighth, hence Keil explains on Alamoth, “after the manner of virgins, that is, in the soprano;” and on the Sheminith. “after the octave, that is, in bass.” Our acquaintance with the music of the ancient Hebrews is too limited to decide the meaning of these and kindred terms. These and similar words occur at the beginning of many of the psalms. 

To excel — Rather, to lead; to take the lead in the music.



Verse 22 

22. Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was for song — Chenaniah was not chief of the Levitical singers, for we have just been told that Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were the leaders in that department. Hence we regard the rendering for song as an error. The Hebrew is במשׂא, in the burden; that is, the burden of bearing the ark. In Numbers 4:15, the duty of bearing the sanctuary and its sacred vessels is expressly called “the burden ( משׂא ) of the sons of Kohath.” 

He instructed about the song — Rather, he gave instruction about the burden; that is, he gave the proper orders and instructions about the bearing of the ark. The whole verse should accordingly be rendered: Chenaniah, a prince of the Levites, was in charge of the burden; he gave instruction in respect to the burden, for he was skillful. David carefully guarded this time against carelessness and ignorance in the matter of removing the ark, by putting the matter in charge of a prince of the Levites who possessed the requisite knowledge and skill to superintend the responsible burden.



Verse 23 

23. Doorkeepers for the ark — Whose duty it was to see that no one profanely touched the ark, or attempted, like the men of Beth-shemesh, (1 Samuel 6:19,) to uncover and look into it.



Verse 26 

26. When God helped the Levites — By enabling them to remove the ark six paces without injury to any one. Comp. 2 Samuel 6:13. The death of Uzzah had inspired a fear that Jehovah might not again allow them to remove the ark at all, but as soon as this fear appears to be groundless they offer sacrifice to God.



Verse 27 

27. The master of the song — Rather, prince of the burden. See note above on 1 Chronicles 15:22. 

With the singers — There is no with in the Hebrew, and the word singers is probably an interpolation, being a repetition from the previous line made by some ancient transcriber.

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 4 

4. To record, and to thank and praise — The verb rendered to record is the same as that in the titles of Psalms 38, 70, where it is rendered to bring to remembrance. The contents of those psalms are a memorial to God of the penitence, sufferings, and dangers of a tempted soul. So, along with thanksgiving and praise, the Levites were also to memorialize Jehovah of Israel’s needs and sorrows by the use of such penitential psalms.



Verse 7 

7. On that day David delivered first this psalm — This statement seems clearly to settle the question of the origin of the psalm that follows. A number of critics, in spite of this statement of the chronicler, maintain that the psalm was compiled from extracts of psalms already existing and familiar to the Israelites. 1 Chronicles 16:8-22 are found again in Psalms 105:1-15; 1 Chronicles 16:23-33 are nearly the same as Psalm cxvi; and 1 Chronicles 16:34-36 agree with Psalms 106:1; Psalms 106:47-48. A number of expressions in this book are more archaic than are the corresponding ones in the psalms named; and while some differences may seem to bespeak a greater antiquity for the psalms, they are more than counterbalanced by the above positive assertion of the chronicler. We therefore, with Keil, regard this psalm, as it stands in this book, as the original poem, from which the parts of the several psalms above mentioned were subsequently derived. Our common English version is so faithful to the Hebrew text as to call for no revision in these notes, and textual comment will be found at the corresponding passages in the notes on the psalms.



Verse 39 

39. Zadok the priest, and his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle… at Gibeon — The tabernacle had probably been removed to the high place at Gibeon soon after the slaughter of the priests at Nob, 1 Samuel 22:19; and Zadok had, perhaps, been appointed high priest during the latter years of Saul’s reign. So David did not interfere with the worship at Gibeon, but left (1 Chronicles 16:37) Zadok there to minister as high priest, and to carry on the regular tabernacle service and the offering of burnt offerings. At the same time, however, he provided for a regular service before the ark in the new tabernacle on Zion, and thus furnished a charge for Abiathar, his old friend, and faithful companion in the days of his exile. 1 Samuel 22:20-23. Thus matters continued until the time of Solomon, who deposed Abiathar, (1 Kings 2:26,) and after the building of the temple transferred all the sanctuary service thither. 1 Kings 8:4. Comp. note on 2 Samuel 6:17.



Verse 41 

41. Jeduthun — The same as Ethan of 1 Chronicles 6:44; 1 Chronicles 15:17; 1 Chronicles 15:19. Comp. 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 25:6; 2 Chronicles 5:12; 2 Chronicles 29:14; 2 Chronicles 35:15.

17 Chapter 17 

18 Chapter 18 

19 Chapter 19 

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

Verse 6 

6. Levi and Benjamin counted he not — The Levites were not numbered by Moses in obedience to the command which was given at Sinai, “Thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children of Israel.” Numbers 1:49. Because of this command they were not reckoned by David. The Benjamites were not numbered, probably, as Bertheau explains, because the numbering was stopped before the census of that tribe was taken. The writer gives as a reason that the king’s word was abominable to Joab. Joab discerned at the beginning of the matter that it was fraught with evil omen, (see on 2 Samuel 24:3,) and his opposition to the measure served, probably, to stop the census sooner than would otherwise have been the case. The coming of the pestilence put an effectual stop to Joab’s work. 1 Chronicles 27:24.



Verse 29 

29. The tabernacle… and the altar… at Gibeon — See note on chap.

1 Chronicles 16:39.



Verse 30 

30. David could not go before it to inquire of God: for he was afraid because of the sword of the angel — It was a moral and spiritual, not a physical cause, that hindered David from going to Gibeon. Gibeon had probably not been spared by the pestilence, and the fear inspired by the sight of the angel, together with the command to build an altar and sacrifice on the spot where the angel appeared, convinced the king that thenceforth he must offer his sacrifices on the threshingfloor of Ornan. Hence he could not go elsewhere to sacrifice without violating his convictions of duty and obedience. He may also have feared that any disregard of the command to sacrifice on this new spot would cause the sword of the destroying angel to appear again. With this verse the first verse of the next chapter should be connected. Convinced by a Divine revelation that this spot was chosen by God as a place for sacrifice, he proclaimed, “This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of the burnt offering for Israel.” Here at length he found the spot on which the temple should be built.

22 Chapter 22 

Verse 1 

1. Then David said — See note on the last verse of the preceding chapter.



Verse 2 

2. David commanded to gather together the strangers — These strangers were the descendants of the old Canaanitish population of the land, whom the Israelites had not been able to expel. Comp. 1 Kings 9:21, and 2 Chronicles 2:17. Having settled on the site of Jehovah’s house, the king was stimulated to make, in his last days, all possible preparations for the building of the same. 

Masons to hew wrought stones — Or, stonecutters to cut hewn stones. Compare 1 Kings 5:15; 1 Kings 5:17.



Verse 3 

3. Nails for the doors of the gates — “That is, for the folding doors of the gates; partly for the pivots on which the folding doors turned, partly to strengthen the boards of which the doors were made.” — Keil. 
For the joinings — For cramps, or iron holders to fasten and hold beams and stones together. 

Without weight — The bulk and amount was so great as not to be easily weighed. As we sometimes familiarly say, “There was no weighing it.”



Verse 4 

4. Cedar trees… Zidonians — See note on 1 Kings 15:6.



Verse 5 

5. Young and tender — A youth of probably less than twenty years. See on 1 Kings 3:7. 

Exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory — Literally, the house to be builded to Jehovah is to be made great to an exceeding extent, for a name and for an ornament to all the lands. David had a most exalted and worthy conception of the grandeur and importance of the temple to be builded. Not only was it to be a most magnificent structure, but it was to magnify Jehovah’s name and praise among the nations. Thus the monarch of Israel breathed the spirit of later prophecies, which foreshadowed the spiritual glory of the Christian temple, and according to which “the mountain of the Lord’s house should be established in the top of the mountains, and exalted above the hills; and all nations flow unto it.” Isaiah 2:2; Micah 4:1.



Verses 6-16 

6-16. David’s charge to Solomon, here recorded, belongs to the same period as that of 1 Kings 2:1-10. One passage supplements the other, and the contrast between them is very noticeable. The writer of Kings was concerned more particularly with the political history of David, and records the aged king’s counsel to his son in reference to dangerous political enemies; the chronicler omits all that, and records only the charge of David respecting the building of the temple.



Verse 7 

7. It was in my mind to build — See at 1 Chronicles Samuel 1 Chronicles 7:1-17, and 1 Chronicles 17:1-15.



Verse 8 

8. The word of the Lord came to me — Probably by Nathan, but not at the time referred to in 1 Chronicles 17:3, and 2 Samuel 7:4. At that time Jehovah opened to David’s prophetic eye that Messianic future which ever after was his joy and song; but at another time he sent Nathan again to explain to him the reason, as here given, why he should not build the temple of Jehovah. 

Because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my sight — The wars of David were not carried on against God’s will. In many cases they were expressly ordered by Jehovah, and often called the “wars of the Lord.” In order to the establishment of Israel in Canaan wars and bloodshed were unavoidable. Nevertheless, the bloodshed and barbarity of war were not in harmony with the profound symbolism of peace, sabbatic quiet, and thoughtful repose, which were to be embodied in the house of Jehovah. Hence David’s unfitness to build the temple. Comp. 1 Kings 5:3.



Verse 9 

9. His name shall be Solomon — See note on 2 Samuel 12:24-25.



Verse 14 

14. In my trouble I have prepared for the house — Margin, in my poverty. So also Septuagint and Vulgate. Bertheau and Keil, by my painful labour; that is, by great toil and effort on my part. The word thus variously rendered generally means affliction, distress; and such is, probably, the sense in which it should here be taken. David means to say that under varied circumstances of trouble, warfare, and distress, he had accumulated the treasures he here enumerates. 

A hundred thousand talents of gold — About $5,690,000,000. 

A thousand thousand talents of silver — About

$1,660,000,000. These numbers are incredibly large, and unless the value of the talent in question was vastly less than that at which the Hebrew talent is commonly estimated, the statement of the text is probably extravagant. Bertheau thinks the writer merely meant to designate an extraordinary amount, and made a free use of numbers without any close estimate of the precise amount. Keil, however, thinks the numbers may not be exaggerated; but, reckoning the talent at half the usual standard, (“according to the king’s weight,” 2 Samuel 14:26,) and appealing to the enormous amounts of treasure often accumulated in ancient kingdoms, he concludes that the “shields of gold,” and other similar spoil which David captured in war, (2 Samuel 8:7-11; 1 Chronicles 18:11,) may not have been improperly valued at the figures here used.

23 Chapter 23 

Verse 1 

1. When David was old… he made Solomon his son king — This statement serves as an introduction to the account of the arrangement of the Levites which follows. David, in his old age, made arrangements to hand over to his son a well-organized theocracy. Chapters xxiii-xxvii show how thorough and extensive were the arrangements and organization of the kingdom when Solomon was made king over Israel.

During the period of the Judges and the reign of Saul the Levitical order had become greatly disorganized. In the earlier part of David’s reign efforts were made to restore them to their ancient work and standing, and at the time of the removal of the ark to Zion much was accomplished in reorganizing the Levites, and establishing a new and beautiful sanctuary service. But the more full and perfect arrangement of both priests and Levites was the work of David’s last years. The statements of this chapter may be conveniently tabulated as follows:

Whole number of Levites from thirty years old and upward 38,000 These embraced four classes —

1. General Service — 24,000 

2. Officers and Judges — 6,000 

3. Porters — 4,000 

4. Musicians — 4,000

	GERSHON
	Laadan
	Jehiel. 

Zetham.

	
	
	Joel.

Shelomith. 

Haziel. 

Haran.

	
	Shemei
	Jath.

	KOHATH
	Amram
	Zina, (or Zirah.)

Jeush. 

Beriah. 

Shebuel.

	
	Ishar
	Rehablah.

Shelomith.

	
	Hebron
	Jeriah.

	
	
	Amariah.


	
	Uzziel
	Jahaziel.

Jekameam.

Micah.

	
	
	Jesiah.

	MERARI
	Mahli
	Eleazar.

	
	Mushi
	Kish.

Mahil.

	
	
	Eder.

Jeremoth




Verse 4 

4. To set forward the work of the house — Rather, to preside over the work; to attend to the various kinds of service specified in 1 Chronicles 23:28-32. 

Officers and judges — Hebrew, Shoterim and Shophetim. They served as local magistrates and judges throughout the various cities of the land. See notes on Joshua 1:10, and comp. 1 Chronicles 26:29, and 2 Chronicles 19:8-10.



Verse 13 

13. Aaron was separated — The divisions and courses of his sons, the priests, are given in the next chapter, and so not numbered with the ordinary Levites.



Verse 14 

14. Moses… his sons were named of the tribe of Levi — Unlike his priestly brother Aaron, his sons were numbered with the ordinary Levites.



Verse 24 

24. Twenty years and upward — this is not to be explained by supposing an error in the text of 1 Chronicles 23:3, (Kiel,) nor by assuming that David first took a census of those thirty years of age and upward, and afterwards another census of those twenty years old and upwards. The writer introduces additional information, and explains in the verses following, that since Jehovah had given rest to his people, and the tabernacle was to be carried about no more, the Levites might begin to serve at an earlier age, and accordingly David ordained among his last instructions, (1 Chronicles 23:27,) that the Levites might be numbered for service at the age of twenty — a practice which afterwards prevailed. 2 Chronicles 31:17; Ezra 3:8.



Verse 31 

31. To offer all burnt sacrifices — That is, to assist the priests in offering, for the ordinary Levite did not offer up the offering with his own bands, but he prepared the altar and the wood, and selected and brought the victims, and helped to slay and skin them. Comp. Numbers 3:5-10; Numbers 18:1-7.

24 Chapter 24 

Verse 20 

20. The rest of the sons of Levi — That is, those besides the priests just enumerated. These were connected more especially with the service in the temple, and were immediate assistants to the priests. A comparison of this list with that in 1 Chronicles 23:7-23, will show a number of differences. Of the Gershonites none are here named, and among the Kohathites and Merarites several names appear which are not found in chap. 23. The difference between the two lists seems to lie chiefly in this, that the former tabulates all the chief Levitical fathers, the latter only such as had some special relation to the priests in the temple service. The latter list has also some additional names, probably of “younger brethren,” (1 Chronicles 24:31,) of the Levitical houses, selected by lot to represent, like the priests, twenty-four courses. They may be tabulated as follows:

Kohathites. 

Jehdelah.

Ishiah. 

Shelomoth. 

Jahath. 

Jeriah. 

Amariah. 

Jahaziel. 

Jekameam. 

Michah. 

Shamir. 

Ishiah 

Zechariah.

Merarites. 

Mahil. 

Mushi.

Jaaziah. 

Shoham. 

Zaccur.

Ibri. 

Eleazar. 

Kish. 

Jerahmeel. 

Mabil. 

Eder. 

Jerimoth.



Verse 26 

26. The sons of Jaaziah — This Jaaziah is not to be regarded as a third son of Merari, of the same generation with Mahli and Mushi, but probably a younger descendant, selected by lot to complete the list of twenty-four principal assistants of the priests. The word Beno in this verse and the next is not a proper name, but simply the Hebrew for his son, and should have been so translated.



Verse 31 

31. The principal fathers over against their younger brethren — These courses were decided by lot, so that in the present classification the older houses had no advantage over the younger. Hence the differences between this list and that of chapter 23.

25 Chapter 25 

Verse 1 

1. Captains of the host — Not military captains, but princes, chief men of Israel, who formed David’s cabinet for counsel and assisted in all these arrangements of the priests and Levites. 

Prophesy with harps — This prophesying was the public recitation of psalms to the praise of God, a service which had long been cultivated in the schools of the prophets. See note on 1 Samuel 10:5.



Verse 2 

2. Prophesied according to the order of the king — That is, in accordance with David’s arrangements and orders.



Verse 3 

3. Six — Only five names are here given, but a comparison of names in vers. 9-31 shows that Shimei (1 Chronicles 25:17) has been dropped out of the text of this verse.



Verse 5 

5. Heman the king’s seer in the words of God — Besides his musical talent, Heman had also the gift of revelation, to make known to the king the things of God. Asaph and Jeduthun were also seers. 2 Chronicles 29:30; 2 Chronicles 35:15. 

To lift up the horn — The expression is obscure as it stands in the present text. Some understand it of the use of the horn in the musical service, but as the horn is not named among the instruments used by these Levites, some of the best expositors connect the phrase with what follows, and explain it in the metaphorical sense of increasing one’s power. For this sense of the words comp. 1 Samuel 2:10; Psalms 148:14; Lamentations 2:17. So, to increase Heman’s power and honour God “gave” him “fourteen sons and three daughters.”



Verse 6 

6. Under the hands of their father — Under the direction and leadership of their father.



Verse 7 

7. All that were cunning — All that were skilled or disciplined in the service of song.



Verse 8 

8. They cast lots, ward against ward — The word rendered ward means a charge, a guardianship or superintendency. They cast lots to determine the order in which these different classes of singers should serve in the holy service, one class having charge until succeeded in the regular order by another. Our translators have repeated the word ward, but the Hebrew text reads literally: They cast lots for the charge, in the same manner as the small so the great, the skilled with the scholar. Of the four thousand Levites appointed for the service of song, (1 Chronicles 23:5,) the two hundred and eighty eight represented in 1 Chronicles 25:9-31 were the skilled ones, (“all that were cunning,” 1 Chronicles 25:7.) And these were so arranged and distributed by lot that the rest of the four thousand (3,712) were amply supplied with teachers, there being one teacher for about thirteen scholars. So both the small and great, (that is, the older and the younger, comp. 1 Chronicles 24:31,) the teachers and the scholars, were divided into classes, and distributed by lot.

26 Chapter 26 

Verse 28 

28. All that Samuel… Saul… Abner… and Joab… had dedicated — Here it appears that the sacred treasury had been receiving contributions from the chief men of Israel as far back as the time of Samuel. Comp. also Joshua 6:24.



Verse 29 

29. For the outward business over Israel — The business of local scribes, magistrates, and teachers of the people. See note on 1 Chronicles 23:4. As such their office was, as expressed in 1 Chronicles 26:32, to attend to “every matter pertaining to God and the affairs of the king.” They were to proclaim, expound, and enforce among the people the law of God and the commands of the king.

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-15 

THE TWELVE MILITARY CAPTAINS, 1-15.

“The military force was distributed into twelve legions of 24,000 men each=288,000 men fit for service; each of these legions was on duty for a month at a time, and during the rest of the year they might attend to their own private occupations. Each had a captain, one of David’s worthies. Comp. 1 Chronicles 11:11, and 2 Samuel 23:8.

We recognise the same numerical basis in the military service of David’s kingdom as in the ecclesiastical. The number twelve is the basis of both. The analogy between the two is suggested by the Hebrew word tsaba, ( צבא ) host, which is applied to both. The temple of God was like a camp, in which the soldiers of the Lord watched, and defended the king and the people by the arms of prayer. And the camp of David was like a sanctuary, in which the king’s armies did service to God, and from which they went forth to fight the Lord’s battles.” — Wordsworth.


Verse 2 

2. Jashobeam — The names of all these captains are found in the lists of David’s mighty men. 1 Chronicles 11:11-47, 2 Samuel 23:8-39. Some few names are spelled differently in the different lists.



Verse 5 

5. A chief priest — Rather, as margin, a principal officer; the private counsellor of the king. Comp. 1 Kings 4:5, note, and 2 Samuel 23:23.



Verse 7 

7. Asahel… Zebadiah — Though the son was captain of the fourth division, his swift-footed and heroic Father was ever honourably named upon the roll.



Verses 16-22 

THE PRINCES OF THE TRIBES, 16-22.

These princes or rulers were probably the oldest representatives of their several tribes; “the eldest lineal descendants of the patriarchs according to the law of primogeniture.” — Rawlinson. For some reason now unknown the tribes of Gad and Asher are not here mentioned.



Verse 23-24 

23, 24. These two verses seem to have been inserted in this connexion with a reference especially to the military divisions mentioned in 1 Chronicles 27:1-15. “The numbering of the Israelites from twenty years and upwards,” says Bertheau, “was undertaken, as we may infer from the reference to it in this passage, in order that its results might be made available for dividing the army into twelve sections, and for the other arrangements described in this chapter.”

It appears from 1 Chronicles 21:1 and 2 Samuel 24:1, that David sinned in attempting to number Israel at all. But while he refused to be counselled in that matter, and his “word prevailed against Joab,” he ventured not to number any Israelites under twenty years, lest he should seem to distrust God’s promise to Abraham. Genesis 15:5; Genesis 22:17.



Verse 24 

24. Began to number, but he finished not — Here we find that the census was interrupted by the pestilence. Comp. note on chap. 1 Chronicles 21:6. 

Neither was the number put in the account of the Chronicles of king David — “We can easily understand that the disastrous circumstances which followed on the taking of the census produced a feeling that God might be further provoked by its being put on record in the state archives. It was consequently omitted; and the accounts of the numbers which have come down to us must have been derived from some comparatively private sources.” — Rawlinson.


Verses 25-31 

OFFICERS OF THE KING’S REVENUE, 25-31.

This section is interesting as showing the various kinds and sources of David’s royal revenue. Precious metals, grains, fruits, wine, oil, flocks, and herds, furnished each their measure “of the substance which was King David’s.” A stone tablet containing the amount of information here given of any heathen king of David’s time would be gladly bought by the payment of thousands of dollars; and many a sceptic, who treats the Bible with comparative scorn, would be ready to extol the heathen tablet to the skies.



Verses 32-34 

DAVID’S COUNSELLORS, 32-34.

“This catalogue of the king’s officials forms a supplement to the catalogues of the public officials given in 1 Chronicles 18:15-17; 2 Samuel 8:15-18; 2 Samuel 20:23-26. It is not the chief public officials who are enumerated, but only the first counsellors of the king, who formed, as it were, his senate, and the catalogue was probably derived from the same source as the preceding catalogues.” — Keil.
28 Chapter 28 

Verse 11 

11. The pattern — Jehovah had somehow revealed to David the pattern of the temple, as he revealed to Moses that of the tabernacle. Exodus 26:30. 

The porch — See on 1 Kings 6:3. 

The houses thereof — The two main rooms, the holy place and the holy of holies, called in 1 Kings 6:17; 1 Kings 6:27, respectively “the house” and “the inner house.” 

The treasuries — These were probably located in some of the side chambers. 

The upper chambers — These are mentioned again in 2 Chronicles 3:9, and are probably to be understood of the upper tier or story of the side chambers, mentioned in 1 Kings 6:5. Bertheau thinks they were over the most holy place, which, being twenty cubits every way, left a vacant space above of twenty cubits square and ten cubits high. But the place above the oracle would have been most likely left in darkness, and the plan of the temple as given in 1 Kings 6, shows no way of access to it. 

The inner parlours thereof — These were probably the more private apartments of the middle and lower stories of the side chambers. 

The place of the mercy seat — Hebrew, house of the capporeth; that is, the oracle, or holy of holies. See on 1 Kings 6:20.



Verse 12 

12. The pattern of all that he had by the Spirit — Rather, of all that was in spirit with him; that is, of all that was pictured or conceived in his own mind. The words do not warrant the explanation, all that was shown him by the Holy Spirit.



Verse 15-16 

15, 16. The candlesticks of silver and the tables of silver are mentioned nowhere else. They were probably for the more private use of the priests and Levites.



Verse 18 

18. The chariot of the cherubim — The words chariot and cherubim are grammatically in apposition — the chariot, namely, the cherubim. The cherubim were themselves regarded as the chariot on which Jehovah rode. Psalms 18:10.



Verse 19 

19. The Lord made me understand in writing by his hand upon me — Literally, the whole in a writing from the hand of Jehovah upon me he taught, all the works of the pattern. The meaning of this passage seems to be, that David had committed his plans for the temple to writing, and having modelled them largely after the pattern of the tabernacle, and conscious of the Divine inspiration and approval with which he wrote, he presented his patterns to Solomon as no devices or plans of his own invention, but as truly God-given as that received by Moses in the mount. Exodus 25:40. It need not be assumed, however, that David received the revelation of his plans in the same way that Moses did those of the tabernacle.

29 Chapter 29 

Verse 1 

1. The palace is not for man — The word here rendered palace (birah) is used in Nehemiah 1:1, and Esther 1:2, of the royal residence of the Persian kings; and in Nehemiah 2:8, (where see note,) of a fortress or citadel erected near the temple of Zerubbabel. It is here used of the temple as of the royal residence of Israel’s Divine King.



Verse 4 

4. Ophir — See the note on 1 Kings 9:28. Here it appears that “the gold of Ophir” was brought (probably by Arabian merchants) to Israel in the days of David.



Verse 5 

5. To consecrate his service — Rather, as the margin, to fill his hand to-day for Jehovah; that is, to draw near with his hands full of gifts to Jehovah.



Verse 15 

15. None abiding — Hebrew, no hope; that is, no confidence or certain assurance of continuing long on earth.



Verse 18 

18. Keep this for ever in… the heart of thy people — That is, preserve — continue — in them this liberal spirit of giving.



Verse 22 

22. They made Solomon… king the second time — His first enthronement was hurried because of Adonijah’s attempt to usurp the kingdom. See the account in 1 Kings 1:5-49. 

And Zadok to be priest — Abiathar had been found in conspiracy with Adonijah, (1 Kings 1:7,) and was afterward deposed by Solomon. 1 Kings 2:26. Thereupon Zadok became sole high priest, (1 Kings 2:35,) and it was proper for this great assembly publicly to appoint him to his high office. This assembly was held before Solomon deposed and banished Abiathar, so that we should regard Solomon’s action in the case, as narrated in 1 Kings 2:26-27, as the carrying out of the will of the assembly.



Verse 29 

29. The acts of David — Literally, the words of David. This means not his sayings merely, but the events and experiences of his life. Many of his words and deeds were doubtless written by himself, and his own writings were used by other writers as sources of information. 

The book of Samuel… the book of Nathan… the book of Gad — The word rendered book in each case here is like that rendered acts above, דברי, words, history; that is, both words and deeds. Comp. note on Nehemiah 1:1 . The works in question are among the lost literature of the ancient Hebrews, and their exact character is now unknown. It is not certain that they were written by the persons named, but they were probably narratives of their lives and times, and may have been written either by themselves or by others. 

The seer… the prophet… the seer — In the Hebrew these are three different words, the roeh, the nabi, and the chozeh. On roeh and nabi see note on 1 Samuel 9:9, where it is shown that roeh is the more ancient and popular name for a prophet, (nabi,) or one gifted with unusual foresight and wisdom. “Roeh is a title almost appropriated to Samuel. It is only used ten times, and in seven of these it is applied to Samuel. 1 Samuel 9:9; 1 Samuel 9:11; 1 Samuel 9:18-19; 1 Chronicles 9:22; 1 Chronicles 26:28; 1 Chronicles 29:29. On two other occasions it is applied to Hanani. 2 Chronicles 16:7; 2 Chronicles 16:10. Once it is used by Isaiah, (Isaiah 30:10,) with no reference to any particular person.” — SMITH’S Bib. Dic. Chozeh has been thought by some to have been the title of the prophet or seer that was officially attached to the king’s household. Comp. 1 Chronicles 21:9; 1 Chronicles 25:5. But the words roeh and chozeh have substantially the same meaning, and in fact the three, nabi, roeh, and chozeh, seem to have been often used interchangeably.

“It has been alleged by some,” says Wordsworth, “that David’s old age and death were overhung with clouds. But if the facts are carefully collected and duly considered, it will be seen and acknowledged that, though some mists and shadows of human weakness obscured the evening of David’s life, yet, by an extraordinary effort, the inner spiritual light struggled through the vail of mortal sadness and infirmity, and by the help of divine grace it beamed out in gleams of glory; and the sun broke forth with supernatural brilliance and extraordinary lustre just before it went down; and if there was ever a glorious sunset in this world, it was that of David, ‘the man after God’s own heart,’ the type of ‘the Sun of Righteousness,’ who is ‘the Light of the world.’”

